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SCHOOL LAND EXCHANGE — DELAYS 
Grievance 

DR G.G. JACOBS (Eyre) [9.25 am]: The minister is indeed aware of this grievance and although he is not in 
the chamber, I hope that he is still listening. 

The SPEAKER: This is the Minister for Lands, I presume.  

Dr G.G. JACOBS: Yes; my grievance is to the Minister for Regional Development; Lands.  

This is about a land exchange issue that has both parties in agreeance. It is basically an issue of public interest 
because it involves the Catholic primary school in Esperance receiving a portion of land—4 900 square metres—
bordering the school in exchange for other land the Catholic Church has in Esperance. The church has 18 lots 
that will be exchanged for 4 900 square metres of land near the school so that it can develop the school. This has 
all been agreed to by both parties. The Bishop of Bunbury, whose diocese Esperance comes under, and the 
Department of Regional Development and Lands have agreed to this exchange. The subject of my grievance is 
the lengthy delays in this process.  

This land exchange was first mooted in March 2003, although admittedly there were processes that we had to go 
through with the shire to agree with the land swap. There were initial discussions with the diocese and the former 
Department of Land Administration and then, of course, the valuation process. If we get the clock ticking, it was 
in fact as of June 2010 that the Esperance parish had agreed to accept the land exchange for the amounts valued 
by Landgate. An acceptance letter had been sent to the land office on 17 May 2010. In July 2010, the state lands 
office responded to the Esperance parish with an acceptance letter. The completed documents were returned on 
16 August 2010—two years ago. This is a fair and agreed exchange. The department acquires 18 lots of 
residential land and the Catholic Church acquires land bordering the Our Lady Star of the Sea Catholic Primary 
School in order to develop the school.  

This matter is in the public interest. It is about education. It is about providing a faith-based choice for primary 
school students in private education in Esperance. We are a very long way away from any other choice. It is 
really important that this process is brought to a resolution.  

In December 2010 the matter was awaiting settlement. In March 2011 the reserve was to be surveyed. In 
September 2011 the Department of Regional Development and Lands still had not attended to surveying and it 
was 12 months since the land agreement was signed. Some of the correspondence indicates the frustration 
experienced. Correspondence to the lands division of the Department of Regional Development and Lands from 
the financial administrator of the Catholic Diocese of Bunbury relates to the amalgamation of a portion of 
reserve 7742 with freehold land. It states — 

We refer to an email today … that survey of the subject land is still to be arranged. This is despite your 
letter of the 25th March 2011. 

It is now over 12 months since the Bishop accepted the offer for the proposed land exchanged during 
which there has been a reasonable time to attend to routine matters such as surveying. 

We would appreciate your immediate instruction to have the subject land surveyed and deposited plan 
approved by the WA Planning Commission so as to effect settlement without further avoidable delays.  

That letter was dated 22 August 2011, 12 months ago. Where are we at this point? Members of the Esperance 
parish came to me as the local member in absolute frustration in October 2011. They reported in December that 
there had still been no further communication, despite my communication and my involvement in trying to bring 
this to a resolution and finality. In March this year the Department of Regional Development and Lands advised 
that the amalgamation survey had been completed and finally lodged with Landgate.  

Where are we now? The transfer of land documentation has been sent. Despite repeated reminders, we are 
waiting for the Department of Regional Development and Lands to forward a copy of the conveyance and 
amalgamation orders. I ask the minister to bring this lengthy process to a close now.  

MR B.J. GRYLLS (Central Wheatbelt — Minister for Regional Development) [9.33 am]: I thank the 
member for Eyre for the grievance. Unfortunately, what he has said is correct. This matter has taken far too long 
to resolve. There have been unexplained delays in the process with the different areas of the transaction being 
completed and matters at our end with the Department of Regional Development and Lands being held up. The 
member is right to say that the frustration that has led to this grievance probably comes at a time when basically 
most of the work is now done. Bringing the grievance forward has alerted the Director General of Regional 
Development and Lands, Paul Rosair, to the fact that there has been an unsatisfactory delay. I can assure the 
member that we will be doing all we can to finalise it as quickly as possible. The latest advice I have is that the 
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Department of Regional Development and Lands is now arranging for the church to be invoiced for the 
transaction. The transaction will be finalised once the purchase moneys are paid and the duplicate certificates of 
title are received by the department of lands. Once that is done, hopefully this matter can be put to rest. 

On investigating this land transaction, it seems that between the offer and acceptance, which was executed by the 
church in August 2010, and the survey for the land exchange being lodged at Landgate in November 2011, 
essentially it took a year for what should have happened to happen. That is why the member has every right to 
grieve today. One of the points I will be making to the department of lands is that if it is going to make a 
mistake, it should not make it with the church. We do not want the Bishop angry! 

Dr G.G. Jacobs: And it is in the public interest.  

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: Not having the Bishop angry? I will instruct the director general of the department of lands 
to be very generous at the part of the service where the donation is called for in the Catholic Church. 

Dr G.G. Jacobs: He’s not asking for anything he doesn’t want to actually pay for, and he’s prepared to put 
$22 000 into the deal. 
Mr B.J. GRYLLS: If the department offered to make a donation during the service, it may take a while to clear. 
Accept cash, rather than a cheque, from the department.  

Clearly, this is an unsatisfactory circumstance. The department of lands completes around 4 000 land 
transactions each year. I have several that I keep on its wheel about because of the time that it takes. If members 
ever wanted to come down to the department, they would see that the system is still file based. It is not computer 
based. Every agent of the department of lands has a pile of files on their desk, like a lawyer, that they are 
working through. They keep mentioning to me that we could join the digital age. I keep asking how much they 
think that would cost and they keep pulling the files because of the huge effort it will take to digitise all those 
land records, which in many cases go right back to European settlement of Western Australia. 

The member for Eyre has every right to be angry. I ask him to please pass on my apologies to the church for the 
delay in this matter. I have asked the Director General of Regional Development and Lands to progress this as an 
urgent matter. He tells me that he will do that. I hope that the land transaction ends up being a positive outcome 
for the church in the end and it can proceed with doing what it would like to do in the future. We value the role 
the church plays in supporting the community. It has every right to expect, as the member said, this land 
transaction that involved paying the state to have been done in a more timely manner. I ask the member to please 
pass on my apologies and my commitment to have it finalised as quickly as possible.  
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